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Acts XXIV. 14» 


But this I confeſs unto thee, that after the way which 
they call berefie, ſo worſhip 1 the God of my Fa- 
thers, believing all things which are written in the 

i Law and the Prophets. 


AN the beginning of this Chap- 
ter we find St. Payl brought to 
his Tryal before Felix the Ro- 
man Governour , wherein (if 
| we only except the unhitneſs 
lf of the Judge) all other things 
concurred, which could make fuch-an aRivre 
conſiderable, viz, the greatneſs of the canſe, 
the quality of the perſons, and the skill which 
wad; ras in the management of it. 'The 
cauſe was not common and ordinary, ſuch as 
were wont to betryed before the Governours of 
Proymees, but of an unuſual and publick na- 


ture ; nor 4 queſtion of words and names, as Gallis AR.18.15.. 


thaughr ir, bur of a marter of the higheſt im- 
A.3 porrance 
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Ver. Is 


Ver, 2, 3+ 


Ver. 5,6. 


portancetothe world : which being managed 


y St. Paul, with thar zeal and induſtry,which 
was agreeable to it, gave occaſion to his ma- 
licious Countreymen to accule him before 
the Roman Governour, as one guilty of Facti- 
on-and Seditfon. "Under this colour; they 
hoped eaſily to gain the Governours good will 
to their deſign ;.\being a perſon that more re- 
garded the quiet of his Province, than all the 
concernments of Truth'and'Relgion.” But 
that this deſign might be carried gn with the 
greater pomp andſhewy of Juſtice and Piety, 
they do not commit the care'of it to the rage 
of the people, or ſome furious Zealots ; but 
the High Prieſt and ſomermembers of the San- 
bedrin go down on purpole from Hieruſalem to 
Ceſarea,and carry with them one of their moſt 
eloquent Advocates called Tertullus'tomanage 
the aocuſation againſt Paul. Who was no 
{ooner called forth, but the Orator begins to 
ſhey his art,by a flattering, infinuation, which 
is moſt apt to prevail with men of meanand 
corrlipt minds ; Seeing that by thee, ſaith he, we 
enjoy great quietneſs, and that very worthy deeds are 
done unto this Nation by thy providence ; we accept it 
alwaies and in all places, moſt noble Felix, with all 
thankfulneſs : Having thus prepared his Judge, 
he preſently falls upon the matter, and charges 
St, Paul with being a peſtilent and ſeditious 
perſon, 


perſon, avliftuber.of his, Nation in all, parts; 
2 prophaner. of the Temple; but the main 
oint of all, and inwhichthe reſt were com- 
xrehended, was, that be was a ringleader of the 
Tp of the, Nagarenes. (So the Chriſtians were 
then called among the, Fews, from our Savi- 
ours abode in the Town of Nazareth.) Bur 
although che Writer of this Hiſtory gives us 
only the ſhoxt heads of his accuſation , yer we 
may ealily ſuppole by-St. Paul's anſwer, thar 
he inſiſted more largely on this, than on an 
of the reſt : reprelenting to Felix, © Thar 
* when the Jewiſh” Church had been art firſt 
* eſtabliſhed by God himſelt under Laws of 
* hisown making, whea he had ſo ſettledthe 
«ſeveral orders and degrees of men among 
* them, that the Prieſts lips were to preſerve know: 
* ledge, and the Law tobe. ſought at their mouths , 
* when under this CToverament, their Religi- 
© on had been preſerved for many hundreds 
© of years, and after many, revolutions they 
* enjoyed one common and publik Worſhip 
« among them, though there were ſeveral di- 
«tint Orders of Religious men ( ſuch as 
"the Phargſees and Eſſens) yer all agreed inthe 
{ame Divine Worſhip , but now ar laſt to 
© their great regret and horror appears one 
* 7eſus of Nazareth, a perſon: of obſcure pa- 
© Tentage and mean edycation, who prerend: 
| e 


Mal. 2. 7. 


Heb. 9-1 O, 


4» 


= v4 todiſcoyer many corruptions in the"do2 


* &trine and pra&ices 'of our be men, and 
« without any Authority from the High Prieſt 
« or Sanhedrin he gathered Diſciples, and drew 
© multitudes of people gfter him, -cill ar laft 
*the wiſdom of our Governours thought it 
« fit to take him off, and make him an exam- 
** ple for Reformers ; notwithſtanding this, his 
Y fold and forward Diſciples after his death 
© carried on the ſame deſign, pretending that 
* the time of Reformation was come ; and accor- 
* dingly have formed themſelves into a Se, 
© vigorous and active, of high pretences,and 
* dangerous deſigns, which if it continues and 
* increaſes can end in nothing ſhorr. of the 
*ruine of our antient Jewiſh Catholick (hurch ; 
** which hath had fo conſtant and viſible a 
* Succeſſionin all Ages ; that hath had ſo ma- 
*ny Martyrs and Confeſſors in it; ſo many 
* Devout and Religious Perſons asthe Phart- 
* ſees are; ſoexcellent an Order andGovern- 
* ment, {o mych unity and peace beforethis 
*©new Sect of Nazarenes aroſe in oppoſition to 
* thar Authority with which Crod had inveſt- 
* edthe High Prieſt and Rulers of the People. 
©And among all the promoters of this new 
* Se, there is none more fa&tiousand buſic 
*than this Paul whom we here accuſe, and 
*: whom ſome of our Nation found in the Temple pro- 
phaning 
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** faning of it,and there we would preſently out of 
* meer zeal to our Religion have taken and de- 
*ſtroyed; byt he was violently reſcued out of 
© our hands, and ſent hither to betried; and 
*theſethings, which I have ſpoken, is the ſenſe 
* of all thoſe who are come down as witneſles ; 
for ſo we read, .g. And the Jews alſo aſſented and 
ſaid, that theſe things were ſo. St. Paul being thus ac- 
culed, and having leave given him to an{wer for 
himſelf, was fo far from being daunted by the 


oreatnels of his enemies, or the vehemency of Ver 10. 


their accuſation,that he tells the Governour,thar 
he did with all cheerfulneſs undertake his defence : 
and there being two parts of his accuſation, 1. His 
tumultuous and profane carriage in the Tem- 
le; this he utrerly denies, v.11,12,13. and plain- 
8 tells them,they can never proveit againſt him. 
2. Bur as to the other and main part of the 
Charge, his being a ringleader of the Sect of the Na- 
zarenes ; although he would not,out of his great. 
modeſty, take upon himſelf to be one of the 
Heads or Chiefs among them, yer as to the own- 
ing of that way,notwithſtanding all the impurta- 
tions they had caſt upon it, he doth it with the 
gromun freedom and courage inthe preſence of 
is Judge and Accuſers ; andnot only ſo,burde- 
fends himſelf therein. that he had done nothing 
contrary tothe Laws of God,orthe moſt antienr 


Religion of his Countrey : all which particulars 
are 


1 confeſs unto thee,that after the way which they call bere- 
fie, ſo worſhip Tthe God of my Fathers, believing all 
things which are written in the Law and the Prophets. 

Wherein we have theſe three things confider- 
able- | 

1. The Imputation which Chriſtianity ſuffer- 
ed under in its firſt appearance : After the way, 
which they call berefie. 

2. The Way taken by St. Paul to remove this 
falſe Imputation ; viz, by appeal to Scripture 
and Antiquity ; So worſhip Ithe God of my Fathers, 
believing all things that are written inthe Law and the 
Prophets. 

3- The Courage of St. Paul in ſo freely own- 
ing his Religion in the preſence of his greateſt 
enemies, and when they were in hopes to de- 
ſtroy him for it : This I confeſs unto thee, that after 
the way, &C. 

1. I begin with the falſe Imputation which 
Chriſtianiry ſuffered under ar its firſt appear- 
ance ; After the way which is called herefie ; the ſame 
Word which is tranſlated Sef, y.5. and although 
the Word be indifferent in it ſelf, yer where it is 


taken for a combination of men _— againſt. 


an eſtabliſhed Religion and lawtul Authority 
(as it was by the Jews when they chargedthe 
Chriſtians under this name) then it implies in 
it a twofold accuſation: 1, Of Novelty and 
; Sin- 


| arecontained inthe words of the Text; But this 
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. 
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Singularity. 2. Of Faction and Sedition. 
1. Of Novelty. ASe& or Hereſie in this ſenſe 

implies in it, mens ferting up with anew Do- 

Arine which was not heard of before : and 


p 
making that the Foundation of a new Society ſe- 


parate and diſtin& fromthe eſtabliſhed Church, 
and conſequently they muſt charge the Church 
they are divided from with errors and corrupti- 
ons, orthey make themſelves guilty of Schiſm, 
i.e. unneceſſary leparation, Now vpon theſe 
two grounds the Jews laid the imputation of a 
New Sett upon the Nazarenes or Chriſtians, 1. Be- 
caule they could not ſhew a viſible ſucceſſion in 
all Ages: 2. Becauſe they could not prove the 
Jewith Church to be guilty of ſuch errors and 
corruptions as to need a Reformation, 

1. They couid not ſhew a Sueceſſion in all 
Ages of {uch perlons who agreedin all things 
with them. * For where ( lay they) werethe 
*mento be found informer Ages,thar taxed the 
* Jewiſh Church with ſuch errors and corruprti- 
© ons as Jeſus of Nazarethdid ; that bid men be- 
* ware of the leaven of the Scribes and Phariſees, i. e. 
* of the moſtlearned and holy men. Had not 
*God alwaies a Viſible Church among them ? 
*they could produce the names of their High 
*« frieſts in every Age, and ſhew them all che 


* marks of a Vifble Church : For in Judah was Pl. 76. r. 
* God known,and his Name was great in I[rael, Hath Pen: 12e 


2 © 10t 


2 Kings 21. 
7: © would put his Name for ever, and his eyes and his 


2 Chron,7. 
IG, 


(8) 


« ot God ſaid, that in bis Houſe at Hieruſalem he 


© heart ſhould be there perpetually * How is itthen 
« 5oſſible but there mult be a conſtant and vifi- 
” ble Succeſſion in all Ages? ſince God would 
* alwaies have a people to dwell among , and 
*chat might be 275.00 to be his people by the 
< outward marks and ſigns of a true Church. 
© Burt if the Chriſtians pretences held good,God 
* muſt for ſeveral Ages have wanted aChurch 
** amongſt them. Fornone of thole things which 
*they charged the Jews with, were newly crept 
©< in —_— but had beendelivered down 


© to them by the Tradition of their Fore-fathers, 


© inanuninterrupted manner, as they thoughr, 


*from the very time of Moſes. This was their 
«Rule whertby they guided themſelves in their 
© ations of Religion,and in the ſenſe of obſcure 
* places of the Law and the Prophets; and in 
©thattimeafter the ceſſation of Prophecy,when 
*the Chriſtians ſuppoſed theſe corruptionsto 
© have come in among them , they could draw 
* down a conſtant Succeſſion from the men of the 
* great Synagogue, of perſons eminent for Learn- 
*ing and Piery that never chargedthem with 
*any ſuch corruptions as Jeſus of Nazareth and 
* his Diſciples did. Would CTodever ſuffer ſuch 
© dangerous errors, hypocriſie,and ſuperſtitions 
'*toprevail in his own Church, and raiſe upno 

| * Perlons 
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& Perſons to diſcover theſe things, till theſe new 
© Teachers 2nd Reformers aroſe ? Were not Hl 
© [el and Shammai that ſo accurately diſcuſſed all 
& the niceties of the Law, able to find out ſuch 
* groſs and open corruprions, it any ſuch had 
* been among us? Might not we ſay,that not only 
* the Teachers, but God himſelf had ſlept all that time, if 
©<heraiſcd up no one Perſonto diſcover the com- 
© ing in of {uch errors and corruptions 2 Where 
« had God then any true Church in the world, 
*jf not among his people of the Jews? And 
* would he f1 fer that whe overſpread with ſuch 
« a Leproſie, and ſend none of his Prieſtsto diſ- 
« cover it? And even by the confeſſion of the 
** Chriſtians themſelves, they were once the be- 
* loved and choſen people of God, how or when 
* was it thatthey ceaſe] to be ſo ? Donot them- 
© ſelves acknowledge, that they receive the Law 
** andthe Prophets from our hands ? And that to 
« 445 were committed the Oracles of Ged, and that to us 
* pertained the adoption, and the glory and the Covenants, 
© and the giving uf the Law, and the ſervice of God and 
© the promiſes ,and that ours are the Fathers * How isit 
*then poſſible after all thele priviledges, to ſup- 
** poſe this Charch tofall into ſuch a degeneracy, 
*as art laſtto be caſt off by God,and a new Church 
* co ariſe out of the aſhes of it? Thus we may 


reaſonably ſuppoſe the Jewsto have argued for 
themlelyes ; and onthe other ſide,they trampled 


upon 


JV. Bell. de 
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Rom. 3. 2+ 
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A) 


uponand deſpiſed this new Sect ofrhe Nazarenes, 
© That had nothing of the Pomp and Splendour 
« of their Church: they had ww 5 a company of 
« mean and illiterate perſons at firftto joyn with 
**them; the Diſciples of their Maſter were a ſort 
* of poor Fiſhermen and incon{iderable perſons, 
« menof no Authority, or reputation for extra- 
« ordinary SanCtity or Learning : even their 
<« Maſter himſelf was one of no great ſeverity of 
© life,that did not retire from the world,and lead 
© anabſtracted life, but converled with Publicans 
© and Sinners, and put not his Diſciples upon 
*« Faſting and long Prayers; whereas the Phari- 
«© ſees were men of great auſterity Fnd mortifica- 
© tion, much exerciſed in devotion, making fre- 
< quent and long prayers, at certain hours; and 
* in whatever place thoſe hours took them. Now 
* how is it pollible to believe, that ſuch devout 
« perſons as theſe are miſtaken, and the Sect of 
*rhe Naxarenes only in the right ? Burt belides all 
«this, Where was their Church before Jeſus of 
* Nazareth ? We offer to produce a perſonal ſuc- 
© ceſſicn on our ſide,that joyned in conſtant com- 
© munion with us at the Temple at Hieruſalem ; 
let the Chriſtians ſhew any number of men 
before themſelves,that joyned with them in be- 
©lieving whatthey do, and rejecting the abuſes 
* which they tax among, us : if zhey cannot do 
* this,let them then ſaffer under the juſt imputa- 
"tion of Novelty. _. 2. © Bur 
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2. © But ſuppoſing they do not think it nece(- 
«ſary to aflign a number of men diſtin&t from 
© our Society, but ſay it is enough that though they 
© joyned with them in the worſhip of God, yet they did not 
© in their corruptions : yet to vindicate themſelves, 
*they muſt ſhew how it was poſlible for ſuch 
** corruptions to come in, and no more notice be 
taken of them : Such things could not be intro- 
* duced without ſome notable alceration; and 
*inſuch a one,the author,thetime, the place,the 
* manner may be aſſigned: Wecantell,{ay they, 
* all theſe circumſtances in theIdolatries of Jero- 
* boam, Ahab, and Manaſſeh: if ſo great alterations 
have hapnedin the ſtate of our Church, thar 
*there is a neceſlity of reforming it; name us 
"the perſons,the time,the place,the manner how: 
*alltheſe cortuptions came in. When came men 
© farſtro forſake the lerter of the Scripture,and ad-- 
© here to Tradition ? Who firſt brought in the Phas 
*r1/aical Superſtitions? What was his name,where 
© was his ke firſt oppoſed and condem- 
*ned him ? Were all men aſleep then to ſuffer 
* ſuch alterations, and to ſay nothing art all 
* againſt them ? Whar, could one Ceneration 
**conſpire to deceivethenext? and if not; how 
*could ſuch changes happen in matters of Relt- 
«gion, and.no one take care to diſcover it and. 
 preventthe infecting of poſterity by it ? Hadno 
* perſons any regard to. God and the purity of 
| * Religion; 


© Religionthen ? If they had, would they ſuffer 
<« ſtrange fireto come upon (Tods Altar,andrake 
© no notice at all of it > Why did not Jeſus of Na- 
« -areth, when he ſo frequently and vehemently 
«* geclaimed againſt the Phariſaical ypocrifie and | 
© ſuperſtitions, and falſe Doctrines, ſhew to the 
* people,when, and where,and how theſe things 
«came into the Church of God? Heonly con- 
* demnsthem, and ſpeaks ſharply againſt them, 
© but he ſaith nor one word to Rr the Scienti- 
** fical men among them, how it was.poſlible for 
* corruptionsto come in, and prevail to ſuch a 
« degree, and yet no circumſtances of time or 
« place be aſſignable of it. Thus the Jews ſtill 
believed themſelves to be the only true, antient, 
rvifible '( atholick and infallible ( burch of God, and 
deſpiſedthe poor (hriſtians, as a novel and up- 
ſtart Se of Nazarenes; which is the firſt impu- 
tation the Chriſtians ſuffered under. 

- 2. They ſ(ufferedunder the imputation of Faftion 
and Sedition; which is the ſecond thing impliedin 
the name of Set or Hereſie here mentioned , and 
that they charged upon them two waies. 1. For 
not ſubmitting ro the Churches Authority.z.For 
diſturbing the peace and quiet of the People. 

1. For not ſubmitting to the ( hurches Authority : 
not, . that the Diſciples of our Lord did out of 
humour, or fancy,or only to make a party,break 
with the Jews in matrers meerly of order and in- 
differency : 


differency : no,on the contrary we find them ex- 

treamly cautious of giving any- offence in ſuch 
matters, which temper they'learnt of their Lord 
and Maſter, who complied with many things,that 
. Others might not take advantage by his omiſh- 

on of them, to ſlight and contemn them ; thus wa. ;. rx. 
when others were Baptized of Jobn,he would be 
ſo too, not, that he had any need of waſhing 
away oof ſin : but he would not make uſe of a 
particular priviledge to bring any . diſcounte- 
nance upon a general duty. Thus weſce,he went 
up atthe ſolemn Feaſts ro Hieruſalem as others did ; 
and not only was preſent inthe Temple,but vindi- 
cated by a Miracle the order and decency of it, 
by driving out the buyers and ſellers from the outward 
one of it, although they had a fairpretence of 

eing ready at hand to ſerve the neceſſities of Mat.21.12. 
ſuch as were to ſacrifice to Godin the Temple ; 

nay St. Mark tells us,that be would not ſuffer any veſ- Mar.11.16, 
ſel to be carried wa 4 the Temple : and this he did 
not upon any reaſon peculiarto the Levitical Law, 
but becauſe it was a Houſe of Prayer. And this 
example his Apoſtles followed, who after they 
had the-Holy Ghoſt poured upon them, yet they at- 

tended the Temple at the hours of prayer. But a8. z. r. 

moſt remarkable to this purpoſe, is the inſtance 
of St. Paul at that very time when he was {ceized 
upon,and like to be deſtroyed by the fury of the 
Jews. For, underſtanding at Hieruſalem from 
C St. James, 


"FA 


Ads 21: Of. James, that there were many thouſands : of believing | 


20, 21» Fows that were fill agalons of the Law, and were in- 


Ver. 7. 


formed that St. Paw/ among the Gentiles lighted 
cincumcifion aud the Levutical ( uftoms; he to givethem 
all reaſonable ſatisfaion that he intended to 


.. make no unneecfary breach _ them abour 


indifferent matters, ſubmits himſelf ro a legal 
purification inthe Temple for {even daies roge- 
ther ; before the end of which,the Jews made a 
turnule and ſeized upon him, and: ſo he was 
brought roan{wer the accuſations againſthim in 
this Chapcer. Thus carctul Sr. Paut was togive 
no ground for ſuſpicion that he delighted in diſ- 
orders and {eparations. ; _ this example he did 
leave ro all prudent Chriſtians, rather ro ſubmir 
tothings which they havenogreart value for (as 
no doubt at this time St. Paal had very little for 
the Levitical (uſtoms) than to hazard the breaking 
the peace of the Church for ſuch matters. Bur 
notwithſtanding all this care of the firſt Chriſti- 
ans, they. could noc avoid the impuration of Fa- 
ion , becauſe they would not entirely ſubmir 
their judgements tothe Authority of the Jewiſh 
Church, For this. was the great pretence they 
ftood upon, thatthey were the Governowrs of the 
Church by Gods an.mſtitution, that they were to 
explain and-interpret the. Law and the Prophets, and 
this was cxpreſicd inthe beginning of theis Law, 
Lbas in all. cofes of difficulty they were to.go up to the 
place 
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place which the Lord their God ſhould chuſe ; and to go to Deut. 17.8, 
the Prieſts and the Levites and to the Judge and they ſha ah a6.” 
ſhew thee the ſentence of judgemant. And thau ſhalt do ? 

according to the ſentence which they of that place (which 
' theLordſpallchuſe ) ſhall ſhew thee, and thou ſhalt ob- 

ferve todo according to all that they mform thee ; and the 
man that will do preſumptuouſly, and will not bearken to 
| the Prieſt, ( that ftandeth to miniſter there before the 


Lord thy God) or unto the Judge x ven that man ſpall die, 
and thou ſhalt put away the evi from Iſrael. Upon this 
place, they might certainty much benereſta- 
! bliſh thelofallibility of their own Church,than 
] others draw an argument for Infallibiliry in the 
Chriftian Church from it. However, abſohate 
obedience would ſerve their turn, to chargethe 
Chriſtians with FaZion,in notſubmitrcing totheir 
Authority. © For, was nocthisa matrer of difh- 
| <Eculty, whether the Meſſias were to be atem- 
| *-poral Prince or not ? concerning what time, 

| <andplace, and perſonthe Prophecies were to 
v * be underſtood ? Who were the comperent 
| <Tudgesinthis caſe, bur thoſe whomGod had 
* eſtabliſhed by his Law ?{f the Scribes and Pha- 
« riſces were charged with falſe gloſles,and cor- 
©rupting the Law by their Traditions,the Chri- 
© ſtians were not to take upon themſelves to 
© judge of them ; bur-to appeal ro the High 
© Prieſt andthe Sanhedrin, who were the only law- 
* ful Judges in theſe marters : Their duty was 
Gin ſub- 
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*« ſubmiſſion"ang patience ; but by no- means 
- ** ought 'they/xipon their own Authority to be- 

na new Church, and to broach new Do+ 
« &rines direly contrary to the judgement of. 
and Sanhedrin , yea, after they 
* had. pronounced Sentence againſt Jeſus of Nas' 
* zareth,and condemned him todeath ; and ex- 
* communicated his followers, and puniſhedas 
* many as they could ger into their power ; 
* what could it (in their opinion) be but the 
© Spirit of Faction and diſobedience thus to op- 
** poſe the Authority of their Church, in believ- 
«ing contrary to its decrees,. and- reforming; 
** without any power derived from it We ſee in 
our Saviours time how ſeverely they checked 
any of the people who ſpake favourably of- 
Chriſt and hts Do&rine;, Asthough the poor ig- 
norant people were fit to judge of theſe matters ! 
to underſtand Prophecies, and to know the true 
pear! And therefore 
when ſome of their Officers thathad been ſent 
rehend him, came. back. with admirati- 
on of him, and faid, Never man ſþake like this man, 
they take them up ſhort and tell them, They muff 
ch believes ; what, they take upon 
themto judge of ſuch matters! No, they muſt 
ſubmit to their Governours : Have any of the 
Rulers,or Phariſees believed on him * but this people 
know not the Law are curſed. i, e. When they 


« che High Prie 


Meſſias,when he 


believe as the 


x. 


their own judgement in A. ga tothe Au- 
thority of the Church. And after our Saviours 
death at a ſolemn Council at Fheruſalem, when 
Peter and John were ſummoned before them , 
the firſt Queſtion they asked was,By what power,or 
by what name have ye done this? They never enquired, 
whether the Miracle were wrought or no, or 
whether their Doctrine were true ; all their 
Queſtion was about their Miffion, whether it 
were ordinary or extraordinary ; or what au- 
thority they could-pretend to, that were nor ſent 
by themſelves; bur let the.chings be never ſo 
true, which they ſaid,if they could find-any flaw 
in their Miffion according to- their own Rules 
and Laws, this they thought ſufficient ground to 
forbid them to Preach any more, and to charge 
them with FaQiionif they dilobeyed: 

2. They chargedthe Chriſtians with Fattion in 
being /o ative and buſie to promote Chriſtianity 
tothe great diſturbance of-the Jews in all parts. 


This Tertullus acculed St. Paul of, that he was a Ver. 5: 


mover of ſedition among all the Jews throughout the 
world , and accordingly the Jews ar Theſſalonica 
take the Chriſtians by force and carry them to 


the Rulers of the City, crying, Thoſe that have Att 17. 64 


turned the world upſide down are come hither atfo. This 
they knew was the:moſt effetual courle toren- 
der them odious to all Governours, who are apt: 
to ſuſpect. all new things: as dangerous, and: 
C 3 think. 


terations. Thus it was eſpecially among the Ro: 
man Governours, whohad learnt fromthe coun» 
ſel given to 4uguſtus, to be particularly jealous of 
all innovations in.Religion ; and had much 1a- 
ther the people ſhould continuequiet under an 
olderror, than have the peace diſturbed for che 
greateſt Truch. This was really the greateſt dif- 
ficulty in the way of Chriſtianity, it came no 
where, but yreee were polleſſed before-hand 
with quite other apprehenſionsof Religion,than 
the Chriſtians brought among them. The Jew- 
iſh and Pagan Religions were in | rm IE inall 
places, andthe people were atcalcin the prattice 
of them. What then muſt the Chriſtians do 2? 
Muſt they let them alone and not endeavour to 
convince them of the truth of their own Do- 
E&rine ? If ſo, they are unfaithful to their truſt, 
betrayers of truth,and falle tothe Souls of men : 
if they go about to perſ[wade. men out of their 
Religion, they know, ſuch isthe fondneſs moſt 
men have fortheir own opinions, eſpecially in 
Religion, that where they might hope to con-+ 
vince one.they might be ſure to enrage many ;, eſ- 
pecially of thoſe whole intereſt lay in uphold- 
ing the old Religion. How little doth Reaſon 
ſ1gnife with moſtmen, where Intereſt is againſt 
it! Truth and falihood are odd kind of Meta- 
phyſical things to them, which they donercare 


ro 


think no truth can compenſate the hazard of al- 
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to trouble their heads with ; but what makes 
for or againſt their Intereſt, is thought eaſje and 
ſubſtantial. All other marters areas Gallio (aid, 
jons of names and words, which they care nor 
x . but no men will ſooner offer to demonſtrate 
athing to befalſe, thanthey who know it to be 
again their intereſt to believe ir to be true. This 
was the caſe of theſe great men of the Jewsthar 
came down to accule Paul ; they cafily ſaw whi- 
ther this new gn sf tended, and if it prevailed 
among their people,farewel then to all the Pomp 
and Splendovy of the High-Priefthood at Hieruſalem ; 
farewel then tothe Glory of the Temple and (ity 
whither all the Tribes came up to worfhi 
thrice a year; farewel then to all the Riches, 
and Eaſe, and Pleaſure which'they enjoyed : 
And what was the greateſt Truth and beſt Reli- 
gion in the world to them, in. compariſon with 
theſe 2 Theſe were fufficienc reaſons tothem ta 
accuſe Truth it felt of deceiving men, and the 
moſt peaceable Doctrine of laying the Founda- 
tion of Faction and Sedition, Thus we have 
conhidered the falle imputatians which were caſt 
upon Chriftianiry at firſt, implyed in chele 
words, After the way which ts called herefie. 
2: know come to the way taken by St. Paul to 
remove theſe falke impurations, which he'doth, 
LBy an appeal to Scripture,asthe ground and 
rule of his faith, Believing all thorgs which are written 
w.the Law and the Prophets 2.By 


* 


2. By an-appeal tothebeſt and pureſt Anti- 
uity, as tothe object of Worſhip ; So worſhip 1 

& God of my Fathers notbringing in any newRe- 

lIigion, bur reſtoring it toits primitive purity, 

1. By an appeal to Scripture as the ground and rule of 
his Faith. The Jews pleaded Poſſeſsion, Tradition, 
Authority of the preſent (hurch: againft all theſe 
St. Paul fixes upon a certain and unmoveable 
Foundation,the Law and the Prophets. He doth not 
hereinſift upon any particular revelation made 
to himſelf, but offers the whole matter indiſpute 
to-betryed by a commonRule thatwas allowed 
en both ſides. And his meaning is, if they could 
prove that he either” aſſerted, or did any thing 
contrary to the Law and the Prophets then they had 
ſome reaſon to accuſe him of innovation,or be- 
ginning of a new Seft;burtif the foundation of his 
doctrine and practice lay in what themſelves ac- 
knowledged to be from God, then they had'no 
cauſe to charge him with introducing a new Se 
among them. 

Burt the great Queſtion here is, *Whart ground 
«St. Paul had to declinethe Authority of the preſent 
* (burch? Since God himſelf had appointed the 
© Prieſts to be the interpreters of the Law ; and 
"therefore in doubtful caſes reſort was to-be 
© madetothem; and not the judgemenrleft to: 
'* particular perſons abour the ſenſe of Scri- 
«pture.; and yet in this caſe it is apparent” 


St. Paul. 


St. Paul declined all Authority of the preſent 
Church ; for at that very time the High-Prieſts 
and Elders came down to accuſe him,and he takes 
not the leaſt notice of their judgement in this 
matter. Iſhall chereforenow ſhew that St. Paul 
had very great reaſon'ſo todo, and to appeal 
only to Scripture. 

1. Becauſe the Authority of the preſent 
Church was more lyable to error and miſtake, 
than the Rule of Scripture was. 

2. Becauſe it was lyable to more partiality, 
than that was. 

1. Becauſcit was more lyable to error and mi- 

e, than the Rule of Scripture was. It was 
agreed on both fides,that the Law was from God, 
and that the Prophets ſþake by the inſpiration of the Holy 
Ghoſt ; all that was now left was only to find our 
the true meaning of them, and to compare Pro- 
phecies with events.As in the caſe of the Meſsias, 
if the circumſtances foretold by the Prophets had 
their exact accompliſhment in Chriſt, as might 
appear to thoſe who carefully compared them ; 

he were born.at Bethlchem,of the Tribe of Judah, 
when the Scepter was departed from it, and during the ſe- 
cond Temple,and all other circumſtances agreeing ; 
then though the ordinary judgement concerning 
true Prophets belonged to the Sanbedrin, yer it was 
far more reaſonableto believethatthey were mi- 
Raken,than thar all the Prophecies ſhould be ac- 

D compliſhed 


compliſhed in a perſon that was notthe true Me. 
:45.For thoſe Prophecies were not intended onl 
for the Prieſts and Rulers but for dire&tionsts the 
People, that they might be able ro judge of the 
accompliſhment of them : otherwiſe when the 
Authority of the Jewiſh Church condemned our Saviz 
our, the People could have no reaſon to believe 
himto be the Meſvias, if they were bound in the 
ſenſe of Scripturero ſubmit their judgement whol- 
ly to the Churches Authority. It is plainthen,thac 
the ſenſe of Scripture may be (o evident to pri- 
vate capacities, that they arenot to ſubmirin it 
to the preſent Authority of a ( burch. For notwith- 
ſanding. all the promiſes made to the Jewi 

Church, and the command of ſubmitting {to the 


entence of their Prieſts and Rylers, in a matter of 


the higeſt concernment, iz, concerning the 
true Meſsi4s, men were bound to believe directly 
contrary tothe preſent Authority in the Church. 
For the people were bound to believe ( hriſtto be 
the true Meſs145; although the High Prieſt and Elders 
had condemned him for a deceiver and malefattor. 
Bur beſides this particular caſe, there may beſe- 
veral others wherein men may lawfully reje& 
the Authority of the preſent (hurch , and thoſe are, 
when that Authority ſhall go about to over- 
throw thoſe things which mult be ſuppoſed an- 
tecedent tothe belief of any fuch Authority : as, 
1. The common ſenſe of mankind. 2. The my 
( 


of a divine Law. 3. Theliberty of judgement 
concerning truth and falſhood.All thele muſt ne- 
ceſlarily be ſuppoſed before any Authority of a 
Church , but it any Church goes about to over- 
throw theſe, it thereby forteits its own Autho- 
rity over men. 

1. If it requires things contrary to common 
ſenſe; asinthat inſtance wherein ſome of the Jew- 
th Rabbies required ſubmiſſion totheir Authori- 
ry, Viz, in believing the right handto be the lefr, 
or the left to be the right, if they determined fo , 
or ſuppoling the Jews to have required the peo- 
pte to deny that they ever ſaw any Miracle 
wrought by Chriſt, or in the Miracle of the 
Loaves, that what they ſaw and handled, and 
taſted,to be bread was true bread or to ſay,that 
the ſame individual body might be in athouſand 
places at once, or that things whoſe natureit is 
to bein another, can ſubſiſt without their proper 
ſubjet ; what Church ſoever requires ſuch 
things as theſe from its members to be believed, 
gives them juſt reaſon to reje& its Authority. 

2. If it requires things contrary to the force 
and reaſon ofa divine Law ; as the Jews them- 


{elves would have acknowledged,if any Autho- 

rity among them had gone aboureitherto have 

left out the ſecond Commandment, or made it 

lawful to give Religious worſhip toImages, un- 
der any Aiſ 


intions whatſoever : or if the Prieſts 
D 2 had 
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had taken away from the people theirſhare in 

the ſacrifices, ho 107 Or. of the unſan#ified 

teeth, or the long beards of the Laity, which were 
not fit to touch what had been offered in ſacrifice 
to God. But we need not put caſes among them, 
for our Saviour therefore bids men have a careof 
the leaven of the Scribes and Phariſees, becauſe by theiy 
traditions they made the (ommandment of God of none ef« 


fe#: as intheir Corban,if they made a vow to God 


they thought themſelves exculed from relieving 
their Parents; and in this way our Saviour gene- 
rally deals with them,ſhewing that though they 
pretended to keep the letter olthe Law, yetby 
their corrupt additions and falſe glofſes they 
overthrew the {cope and deſign of it : which he 
thoughtſufficient reaſon to reje& their Authori- 
ty ; and therefore when he bids his Diſciples, ob- 
ſerve and dowhatſoever theScribes and Phariſees bid them, 
ir muſt be ſuppoſedto be only whilethey keepto 
the letter ., reaſon of the Law, for if he had 
intended an abſolute obedience, he would never 
elſewhere bid his Diſciples beware of their Dotrine. 

3- If it takes away all liberty of judgement 
concerning truth and falſhood in Religion. For 
this is a natural right which every man hath to 
judge for himſelf, and they that take this away, 
may as well command alt mento put out their 
eyes, that they may better follow their Cruides. 
Bu the other is ſo-much worſe, becauſe hes 
, ; aulc 


aſſault upon our underſtandings,itis a rebbingus 
of the greateſttalent God hath committed to our 
management, it is a rape upon our beſt faculties, 
and proſtituting them to the luſts of Spiricual 
Tyrants, it isnot captivating our underſtandings to 
the obedience of faith, but enſlaving them to the 
_ proud and ning ulurpations of men, 
wherein they would do by us as the Philiſtins did 
by Sampſon ; they would pur out our eyes,that we 
might grind in their priſon,and make them ſport. 
E would not be na itisthe liberty of judge- 
ment [ plead for,and not of practice; that ma 
be juſtly reſtrained by the Laws of the Church, 
where the other isallowed ; becauſe the obliga- 
tions to peace and unity are different from thole 
to faith anTmard aſſent. And'thar no abſolute 
ſubmiſſion of judgement could be required by 
the Law of Moſes notwithſtanding che command 
of outward obedience in the caſes mention'd, 
Deut.17.8,9, Cc. is moſt evident from hence, be- 
cauſe that Law makes proviſion for a ſin-offering 
in caſe the whole (ongregation of I{rael ſin through igns- 
rance,and the thing be hid from the eyes of the Aſſembly, 
or Supream Council, and they haye done /omething 
againſt the commandment of the Lord: whach had 
been a Law made tono purpole, if it had been 
impoilible for their chiet Authority co have er- 
red or been miſtaken in their judgement. From 
hence we lee St. Paul had:great realon to appeal 
D 3 


from 
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from-the-High Prieſt and Elders to the Law and the 
Prophets, becauſe they were ſubject ro error and 
miſtake, burtheſe are not, | 
2. Becauſe the Law and the Prophets are lels liable 
ro partiality, than a living Judge, or the Authori- 
ty of the preſent Church. I have oft-times won- 
dered to hear men {peak ſo advantageouſly of a 
living Judge , before an Infalltble Rule, in order to 
the end of Controverſies. If all they mean be 
only that an end be put to them no matterhow, [ 
confeſs a living Judge inthat caſe hath much the 
advantage,but ſo would any other way that per- 
ſons would agree upon, as thejudgement of the 
next perſon we met with, or Lottery, or any 
ſuch thing , but if we would have things fairly 
examined and heard, and a judgement given ac- 
cording tothe merits of the cauſe, the caſe will 
be found very different here from what it is in 
civil cauſes. For here the Judge mult be a party 
concerned, when his own Authority and inte- 
reſt is queltioned ; and liableto all thoſe paſſi- 
ons which men are {ubje&toin their own caſes. 
Which will be notoriouſly evident in the caſe 
before us,” betoveen the High Prieſt and Elders on 
one ſide, and St. Paulon the other: They plead- 
ed, that ifany difficulty aroſe about the ſenſe of 
the Law, it belonged to them to judge of it 
St. Paul declines their judgement, and appeal; 
only to the Law and the Prophets : had it been rea. 
ſonab], 


ſonable inthis caſe for Felix tohave referred the 
judgement-to them who were the parties ſo 
deeply concerned ? Aliving Judge may have a 
great advantage over a bare Rule to put an end 
to Controverſies ; but then we mult ſuppoſe 
impartiality in him, freedom from prejudice, 
anexcellent judgement, diligence and patience 
in hearing all the evidence, and ar laſt deliver- 
ing {entence according tothe ſenle of the Law; 
if any of theſe be wanting, the Controverſie 
may foon be ended, but on the wrong fide. I 
ſuppoſe none of thoſe who would have Con- 
troverfies in Religion ended by a living Judge, 
will for ſhame lay, they would havethemend- 
edrightor wrong ; butitthey would have Truth 
determined, they muſt give us aſſurance, thar 
theſe Judges ſhall lay aſide all partiality co their 
own-intereſts, all prejudice againlt their Adver- 
ſaries, ſhall diligently fearch., and examine, 
and weigh-the evidence on both fides, and then 
ſhall determine according to the true ſenſe of 
the Law. How likely this is will appear by the 
living Judges in our Saviours time ; 'Was there 
ever greater partialiry feen than was in them, or 
more obſtinate prejudice,or more willful errors, 
or 2 more malicious ſentence than came trom 
them in che cane of our Lord and Saviour? They 
would not believe his Miracles,thoughtold them 


by thoſe that ſaw them , when-they law them, 
| they 


they would not believe they came from God, but 
attributed them tothe Devil; they would not ſo 
much as enquire the true place of his Nativity, 
butran on Rtill with that wilful miſtake, that he 
was born in Galilee ; and by this they thought to 
confound Nicodemus preſently, Search and look, for 
out of Galilee ariſethno Prophet. If they had ſearch- 
ed and looked themſelves, they would have 
found, that Chriſt was born in Bethlebem, and 
not in Galilee. But where men are ſtrongly pre- 
judiced, any thing ſerves for evidence and de- 
monſtration , whereas all the arguments on 
the other ſide ſhall be deſpiſed and contemned. 
How captious were they on all occaſions to- 
wards our Saviour, lying in wait to entrap him 
with queſtions, to pervert his words, and draw 
blaſphemy out of the moſt innocent expreſſions? 
And when none of all theſe things could do, 
they uſe all the waies of fraud, malice and in- 
juſtice to deſtroy the Saviour of the world asa 
MalefaCtor and Blaſphemer. Was not here 
now a mighty advantage,whichthe Authority of 
the preſent Church among the Jews of that time 
had,above the guidance of the Law and the Pro- 

hets? And the knowledge St. Paul had of the 
ame temper being in them ſtill, might juſtly 
make him decline their judgement, and appeal 
only tothe Law and the Prophets, for the ground and 
Rale of his Faith. 


2. For 
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of Meſes ; andeven Moſes himſe 
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.. 2- For the objeft of bis worſhip, he appeals to the 


beſt Antiquity,'1 wo ſhip the God of my Fathers. 4. e. 1 
bring no new Religion among you, but the very 
ſame in ſubſtance with that which all the Jews 
have owned ; fo ſome render rg narpuy $45 Deo 
Patrio, the God whom all my Brethren acknow- 
ledge,burt he rather underſtands it of the ſame God 
that was worſhipped by Abraham, and I{aac, and 
Jacob, quem mapores noſtri caluerunt ; ſo St. Peter in 
his preaching to the people concerning the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt, to avoid the impurtation of No- 
velty, ſaith, the God of Abraham, and of Iſaac, and 


of Jacob,the God of our Fathers bath glorified his Son Je» AR. z. 13. 


us; and again to the Sanhedyin he ſaith,the God of 


our Fathers raiſed up Jeſus; and St. ”aul, the God of our 
Fathers hath choſen thee, in the uſe of which exprel- 
ſions they purpolely declare that they had no 
thoughts of bringing in any new Religiox amon 

them, contrary to what God had of old declared 
to the Patriarchs. The main things in which the 


' Jews objeRd innovation tothem, dideither con- 


cern the bringing in ſome new dodtrine, or the 
reformation of corruptions among them. 

1, For their doctrine, that either concerned the 
Meſs1as, or a future ſtate. For the doCtrine of the 
Meſſtas it was as antient as the records of any re- 
velation from God were. It was the great pro- 
miſe made to the Patriarchs long before the Law 

ſ ſpeaks of him, 
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ſelves 


ZO 
as St.Steven proves to them; and David and Tſajah, 
and Jeremiah, and Bxekiel, and Daniel, and Micah, 
and Malachi,as the Apoſtles art large __ in their 
writings. Why ſhould this then be accounted 
anynew dodtrine which they all believed and re- 
ceived ? If the Queſtion be only whether Chriſt 
were that Meſ5ias or no; for that, they deſireno- 
thing morethan the teftimony of the Law and the 
Prophets, and the Miracles wrought by him; buc 
they had no reaſon to quarrel with them upon 
their belief, for fuch an alteration of the ſtare of 
things which themſelves believed muſt be when 
the Mefsias came; for in him nor only the Nation 
of the Jews, bnr all the Nations of the earth were to be 
bleſſed , which was inconſiſtent wich ſuppoſing 
the Ceremonial Law to continue in its force and 
obligation; being particularly ſuired to one peo- 
ple lying within fuch a compals as they might 
three times a year attend upon the ſervice in . 


"Temple at Hiraſalem. If their quarrel was, con- 


cerning a futnre ſtate, as though that were a new 
doctrine, Se. Puul adds inthe next VYerſe,that them- 
alſo allow, that there ſhall be a 'q nrrechon of the 
dead both of the puſt ard the unjuſt. And in his defence 

= faith, And now 1 ftand and am judged 
the promiſe made of God unto onr Fathers, 
untowhich promiſe our twelve Tribes inſtantly ſerving God 
day and night hope to to come. Sothart the Apoftle pro» 
duces Antiquity, Hmiverſality and Conſent in. thefe 
Fundamencal 
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Fundamental Articles ef the Chriſtian Religion, 
only a late buſte and Politck Faction of the Sad: 
duces oppoſed this dotrine ; but why ſhould 
their oppoſition ſignifie any thing againſt fo full a 
2 ſtream running down from the firſt and pureſt 
Anziquity ? Thus much for the poſitive part of 
their faith and do&rine. 

- 2. For the negative part,or the reformation of 4- 


baſes aud corruptions among them, this was St.Pauls 


plea; Lerthem ſhery where the God of our Fathers 
1mpaſed any of thoſe heavy burdens which the 
Seribes and Phanfees place ſo much oftheir Re- 
higion in. Whar ground is there in the Law and the 
Prophets,- for. the Phariſajcal Superſtitions, and 
Vows, and feverities to themſelves in fetching 
blood and knocking their heads againſt the 
walls, and different garbs and drefles to appear 
more holy unto men, wnth many other cuſtoms 
of theirs, the obſervation of which was made 
lo greata part of the Religion of their deyoureſt 
men? And it is a ftrange rhing they ſhould think 
K wapoſibte ſuch things ſhould come inn among 
them, without great notice being raken of ir; for 
alrhough ſudden and viotent changes may have 
alt the cixcurnſtances known, yer n i tot to be 
expected in more infenfible and gradual ahre- 
rations. A man may tetl when a violent Feaver 
lcized upon him and inflamed his blood, bur he 
cannot. do fo.by a He&ick os a Conſumpaort ; 
G91 Ez my 
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muſt he therefore believe himſelf well, becauſe 
he cannot tell the pun&tual time when he fell 
fick?We may eaſily deſcribe the circumitances of 
2a Landflood which overflows the banks, and 
bears all before ir, but we cannot do fo by the 
coming, in of the Tide, which ſteals in ſecretly 
and inſcnſibly, andno man can aflign the place 
where the ſalt and freſh water firſt mix together. 
Superſtition is a HeRick Feaver to Religion, ic 
by degrees conſumes the virals of it, but comes 
0 inteakibly; and is not eafily diſcovered till it 
be hard to be cured. Arfirſt, ivmay be ſome de- 
vout but indiſcreet men made way for it, who 
love to find out ſomie Modes of devotion differ- 
ent from the reſt of the world, which are greedi- 
ly imbraced by ſuch who admire and follow 
them; this example taking, another begins and 
ſers up for a more refined way thanthe former , 
and (o the deſign ſpreads, till at laſt rue piery 
and goodneſs be (wallowed up by ſuperſtitious 
fopperies. - Which is the moſt probable-account 
of all the Phariſaical corruprtions; tome of whoſe 
obſervations might be begun at firſt with a good 
mind, and by the devour perions of that time ; 
Þut afterwards, every EE had a fowrer look 
and a worſe nature than ordinary, thought it not 
enough to follow the example of others, but like 
a great Phyſitian he muſt have his Noſtrum's,ſome+ 
thing of his own finding our, a new garb, or ce- 


remony, 


(33) 


remony, or poſture of devotion, whereby he may 
be raken notice of, and admired tor his ſanctity. 
Thus that fardle of ſuperſtitious rires was ga- 
thered up among the Scribes and Praiſees in our 
Saviours time, whom hermoſt ſeverely upon all 
occaſions rebukes for their hypocrihie, in placing 
ſo much of their Religion in them. And thus 
much for the way taken by'St. Puul to vindicate 
Chriſtianiry from the impurations of being a new 
Se4 or Hereſie, by an appeal to Scripture andthe 
beſt Antiquity. 

3- There remains only, the freedom and courage 
expreſſed by him in owning his Religion, nor- 
withſtanding theſe falſe.imputations.. But this I 
confeſs unto thee, that after . the. way which is called be- 
refie, &c. He abhorred that mean and baſe-ſpi- 
rited principle,which makes it lawful for mento 
deny their Rehgion when it brings them into 
danger ;. he ſtudied no lecret arts ot complyance 
with hisAdverſariesto ſecure himſelf , he did not 
decline appcaring,chough tothe hazardot his life 
in ſojuſt acauſe He valued his Religion beyond, 
his own ſafety, and regarded not all.the calum- 
nies and reproaches of his enemies,as long as he. 
made this his/conſtant exe-ciſe, to. keep 4 conſcience 
ruod of offence, both towards God and towards men. And 
this he el{ewhere ſaith, afforded him moreinward 
comfort'and latisfattion, than all the crafts and. 
policy in the world couldigiye him. For: our re- 
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joycing is this, faith he, the teſtimony af our oqnſcience, * 
LORE ſamplicity and godly Bs , ets he wife 
dom, but by the grace of God we bave had our canver [ation 
inthe morld. There is nothing inſpires men with fo 
much courage, as integriry and uprightneſs of 
mind deth ; and ſuch pertons whohavethe com- 
fort of that, have not only better hopes as roano- 
ther world, but oft-timeseſcapeberter as2o this, 
than qthers do.; for oven their /enenvies' cannoc 
but efteem them : whereas the fawning, ſneak- 
ing and flattering hypocrite that will ds os be 
any thing for his own advantage, isdeſpiſed Þy 
thoſe hecourts, hated by good: men, and ac laft” 
rormented by his own conlcience, for being falſe 
ro God and Religion. . -But, we may fee here in- 
St. Paul a great inftance- of true Chriſtian magnunts 
mity ; he was ſenſible how great both the' malice 
and-qualiry of his enemies were; he' knew he 
was to anſwer before a Judge, that regarded no- 
thing either of Juſtice or Religion ; yer he nei- 
ther flarrers his Judge, nor berrayes' any-diftruft 
of him he doch noc beſparter: his enemies, nor 
diſcover awy'fear of them ; but- with a modeſt 
freedogs and 'manly courage owns the main 
part of thejvaceuſagion;: and elfeftually: vindi- 
cates his own inaoceney ane his/Religion roge-' 
ther. For even Felix kwaſelt, although a man 
otherwiſe very capableof being wrought upon 
by ſome wayes of addreſs, of which ” aw" 
er. 26, 


Yer. 26. yet the- High Prieft and the Bldert with 
their eloquent Tertullus were forced toreturn as 
they came, and leave St. Paul under the name 
of a Priſoner, bur enjoying the conveniencies 
of liberty, ver. 13. 

I have now gone through all the parts ofthe 
Text, with a reſpe& to St. Paul and the Authority 
of the Jewiſh (hurch, which was ingaged againſt 
him ; it may now be juſtly expetedchat I make 
Application of what I have ſaid ro our own State 
and (onditin. Thanks be to God we are nor 
brought co fuch atryal as St. Paul was, we enjoy 
the liberry of ſpeaking for outfelves and our Re- 
ligion, and not only ſpeaking for ir,bar profeſſing 
and owning it. Ard may we ever do fo! Bur 
we have bufie and reftlefs Advetſaries abroad, 
the fa&ors of the High Prieſt and Elders at Rome, 
who have as much fpight and malice againſt us, 
as ever thoſe of Hienfalem had againſt St. Pad . 
and they have their Teriullas's roo, men of att 
and ue Avnet and who manage their cauſe 
againſt ns juſt ashe did againft Sr. Paul, they 
charge us with bringing 'in new Sets nnder 
the pretence of Reformation, or with: rejecting 
the Authority of the prefenr Church which we 
were bound to obey, and chereby 1aving the 
Foundatiorr of F:ttion and Sthiſm. Tiele arc 
heavy charges, but they are no other than thole 
the Firb Prieſt andthe Elders made ayainſt Sr. Paul, 


and 


and thanks be to God, his Defence and Youdicatian 
15 ours100, for we appeal to Scripture and the beſt 
and pureſt Antiquity ; and defare to be judged ac- 
cording to thele. Thele three things therefore 
I ſhall (peak to , before | conclude. 

1. That the {ame reaſons which they pro- 
duce againſt the Reformation would have held 
againſt the ſpreading of Chriſtianity art firſt. 

2. That the ſame Defence which St Paul made 
for Chriſtianity will juſtifie the Reformation. 

. That we have all reaſon to follow the cou- 
rage of St.Paul in owning and defending our 
Religion, notwithſtandiug the impurations 
which are caſtupon it. 

1. That the ſame reaſons which they produce 
againſt the Reformation would have held againſt 
(hriſtianity at firſt, What have all the clamours 
of our adverſaries for above a hundred years 
come to, but the very ſame which have alrea- 
dy mentioned as the Jews Objections againſt 
Chriſtianity, viz, Novelty, and Faction ? © Where 
* was your Church before the Reformation ? 
**produce your ſucceſſion in all Ages, of perſons 
"who agreed in all things with you. Where 
"were thoſe diftin&t bodies of men who found 
*fault with thoſe corruptions that you pre- 
"rend to reform ? Our Church hath had a con- 
*{tant and glorious ſucceſſion of Biſhops, and, 
«Martyrs, and Confeſſors, and Religious Orders 


of 


* of Men, Virgins and Widdows. But ſuppoſing 
« ſuch adiſtin& ſucceſſion were not neceſſary, 
« yerſhew how it was poſſible for ſo many er- 
© rors and corruptionsto come into the Church, 
*andno one take notice of them and diſcover 
< them. Where was the watchfull eye of Provi- 
* dence over the Church all this while 2 Whar, 
* all che Paſtors afleep at once! or all conſpi- 
© ring together to deceive their poſteriry ! Be- 
* fides, how can the Proteftanes ever anſwer 
© their 'rejefting the Authority of the preſent 
< Church whichthey lived under? and ro whom 
* God had promiled his infallible Spirit? how 
* can they clear themlelves from ta&tion and 
"difturbing the peace of the Chriſtian world, 
* which lived in fo greatunity and peace before? 
"This is che ſumm ofthis Objc@ions againſt rhe 
Reformation, which are the very ſame we have 
mention'd before, 2s produced by the Jews 
agamſt Chriftianicy. I the arguments are good 
now, they were fothen ; if they were good then, 
for all thar1can ſee the High Prieft and Elders 
were inthe right, and St. Paul inthe wrong ; if 
they wece not good-then,but arenow, lome rve- 
markable diſparnty muſt be ſhewed berwern 
theircale and ours, and rhat muſt lye in ſhew- 

ing thefe three things. 
). \ That the Chriftim Church hath greater 
infallibtity promiſed than the Jewith had. 
F 2, That 


yy. 


2. Thar the f1ſt Chriſtians had greater reaſon 
to reject the Authoricy 'of that Church, thanthe 


-Reformers had; as. tO the Church of:Rome. ÞI 
. 3. Thar thecaules of corruptionsin the Jew- 
ifþ (purch, could nor.hold in the Chriſtian. But 


if none of theſe can,,be made good, then the 


.caſewill appear to be che very lame. 


1. Itcannor be proved thatthe irition ( hurch 
hath greater infallibility ,promiſed than the 


Jewiſh had. Of which we havethis plain evi- 


dence, thar one of the ftrongelt arguments pro- 


-duced for theiniallibilicy of the Chriſtian ( buroh 
-is taken from the promiles made tothe ' ewiſh. 


How often hath Dent. 17.8, 9,10. been made 
Uſe: of to prove infallibility in the (þriſtian 


- Church 2 If they had any better arguments in 


the New Teſtament, would they ever run fo far 


.backto a command that moſt evidently relates 
'to the Jewiſh conſtitution ?. Where hath ever 


God promiled that he would dwell in St. Peters 


2 Cron. 7. 
16. 


at Rome, as he did, that he would dwell in his 


"Temple at Hieruſalem-? What boaſtings and tri- 


umphs would there haye been, if any ſuch words * 


had been inthe Gofpel concerning Rome, as there 
; were of old concerning Hieruſalem , viz. that God 
bad ſanflifrd it, that bis name might be there for ever, 
and his eyes and his heart ſhould be there perpetually * 
- Whar- pirriful proofs in compariſon of this, are 

all ref ens out of the, New Teſtament far 
. | | the 


the Authority and iofallibillity 'of the Roman 
Ghurch ? What are all the promiles of the Spi- 
rit made to.the Apoſtles, and remarkably ac- 
compliſhed in them, to this plain promiſe of 
Gods Particular preſence in thact place for ever ? 
Suppoſe Sr. Peter had priviledges above the reſt 
of the Apoſtles , how comes the entail ro be made 
to all his ſucceſſors, and only at Rome and 
no whereelſc? Where are the Deeds kept, that 
contain this gift? Why are they nor produced, 
during all this conteſt 2 And yet we lee inthe. 
Jewiſh (burch where luch a promiſe was made 
to. a particular place, no ſuch. thing as infalli- 
bility was implyed in it. 

2. k cannot be ſhewed, that the firſt (þriſtians 
had greater realon' to. rejze& the Authority ob 
the Jewiſh Caurch,. than our Reformers had to 
reject chat of che (hwch of Rome. I know here it 
will be preſenly laid, That the Apoſtle: ſaw the Mi 
racles of (hriſt, and w owght many themſelves, and res 
geived an immediate Commu 5:08 from Jeſus (briſt in 
whom the Courches Infallubility was then ſeated, All 
which [grant xo be true in it (elf, but.cannot be 
pleaded by them who contend for abſolute 
obedience to the preſent Churches Authority 
as iniallible. My. realon is, becauſe upon this 
principle they could.not believe Chriſt to. be 
the true Meſ5ias ; for his being the true. Meſs1as 
depended. upon two things, Viz. the ſutfiling of 

| F 2 'roptovies 


| 40 
- Prophecies, and the truth of bis Miracles ;now accord- 
ing to their principles, no man could be certain 
of either” of theſe without the Authority of the 
Church ; for the fullflling of Prophecies de- 
pended upon the ſenſe of many obſcure places 
of Scripture, about which they ſay there is a ne- 
ceſlity of an infallible Judge ; and for Miracles, 
they tell us, thar there is no certain way of judg-: 
ing true and falſe, bur by the Authority of the: 
Church. Now if theſe things be fo, whar 
ground could the firſt Chirſtians have to believe 
Chriſt tobe the true Meſsi4s, when in both theſe, 
they muſt oppoſe the Authority of the preſem 
Church ? | 

3. They cannever prove, that the ſame cau- 
ſes of corrupticnsdonot hold as rothe Chriſtian, 
which did as to the Jewiſh Church. For the 
(hriftian (bwch in thoſe Ages which we charge 
with mtroducing che corruptions, was degenera- 
red intogreater Jonorance, Barbariſm, Luxury, and 
Superſtition, than the Jewiſh Church in the time of 
its darkneſs from the ceſſation of Prophecy till the 
toming of Chriſt, Owr Adverſaries themſelves 
tonfelſs, that for a long time, there was nothing 
eirher of Learning or Humanity among them , 
nothimg bur caſe, and luxury, and ambition, 
and all manner of Wickedneſs, among the 
Chief Rulers among them ; nay even at Rome 
herewas a ſucceflionof fifty ofrheir tis.” 


** 


ſo remarkable for their wickedneſs, that Annes 
and Caiphas ( ſetting only atide their condemning 
Chriſt) were Saints in compariſon of them. 
And is it now any wonder that ſuch error? and 
corruptions ſhould come into that' Church, as 
thoſe we charge them with ? Nay, rather the 
greateſt wonder ſeems to be, that any thing of 
Chriſtianity ſhould be preſerved among them. 
Bur bchies the ſotriſhneſs of thoſe times, we have 
many other cauſes to aflign of the corruptions 
introduced. among them; as, a (,omplyance with 
Gentilm in many of their Cuſtoms and Super- 
ſtirions; Afﬀetation of new Modes of Devotion, 
among indilcreet Zealets ; Ambition and conſtant 
endeavour to advance the Authority and lnte- 
reſts of the Prieſthood above all Secular Power, 
and when for a long time theſe had been gather- 
ing the-rude materials rogerher, then rhe Moorifh 
Philoſ-pby happening to creep in among them, 
the Monks began to buſic themſelves therein, and 
by the help of that, a little berrer «<o di- 
gett that Maſs and heap of corruprions, and 
to ſpend the wit they had to defend and 
improve them, h | 

2. Bur againſt all theſe, we ſtand wpan the 
ſame defence that St. Pal did: we appeal to 
Scripture , and the beſt and pureſt Antiquity. We 
pretend to bring in ,no new Dedrines, and 
therefore no Miracles can be required of ns ; 

which 


which the Apoſtles wrought to confirm Chriſts 
being the true Mrſ5igs who was. to alter that 
State; which God himſelf had once appointed : 
All that- we. plead for , is that the Religion 
eſtabliſhed by Chriſt may ſerve our turn, and 
. that which is recorded by, the Apoltles and 
Evangeliſts.; to ;theſe we make our conſtant 
xppeal, and'have the fame 'reaſon to decline 
the Authority of the Roman Church, tha 
St. Paul had as to the High Prieſt and Elders, 
when he appealed. to. the Law and. the Prophets.: 
Nay , we-have; ſomewhat more reaſon; be- 
cauſe God had once appointed. the High Prieſts 
and Rulers of the people among them , bur the 
Supremacy:'of the Roman Church was a meer 
Uoenarion begun. by Ambition, adyanced by 
Forgery , and defended by Cruelty. But we 
do not only believe all that is wr tten in the Law 
and the Prophets ; but we worſhip the God of our 
Fathers; of the Fathers of the firſt and pureſt Ages 
of the ( hriftian Church , we are not only con- 
tent to make uſeof their Authority in. theſe 
matters, but we make our appeal to them, 
and have begged our Adverlaiies, ever fince 
the Reformation, ta-prove the points in difference 
between us, by the teſtimony of the firſt 
ſx hundred. years; but from that time to 
this , they are as far from proving any one point, 
as ever they were. , 
MIEEt: y 3 What 
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- 3- What then follows from all this, but that 
we ſhould imitate St, Pauls courage in owning 
and defending. our Religion , notwithſtanding 
all che falſe imputations. which-are.caſt upon 


1t 2 What a'ſhame would it be for us, mean- ' 


ly and baſcly to berray that Caule, for which 
our Anceſtors ſacrificed their lives? Is the Ro- 
miſh Religion any thing berter than ir was then ? 
Whart error in Doctrine, or corruption 1n Pra- 
ice have they ever reformed? Nay , have 
they nor rather eſtabliſhed. and confirmed chem 
more? Are they any thing kinder to us than 
they have been ? No, Notwithſtanding all 
' their late pleadings for Evangelical Peace and (ha- 
rity, they can at the ſame timetell us, That the 
Statutes againſt Hereticks are ſtill in force againſt us, 
«5 condemned Hereticks ; and we are not lo dull, 
'not to apprehend the meaning of that; Viz; 
that were it in their power they could lawtully 
.burn. ys to morrow. And is not thisthe height 
of Evangelical Love and Sweetneſs? Who can bur 
admire the perlwaſtvenels of ſuch arguments to 
Goſpel-meekneſs, and melr ar the EE and 
bowels of an Inquiſition? Let us not deceive our 
ſelves ; itis not the mean complyance of any 
in going half way towards them., will ſerve 


Aduccat. of 
Conſcience- 
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therr curn: rhere is no chewing: their Pills, all | 


.muſt. be ſwallowed togerher;, .or as good in 
their opinion to have none at all, For not 0n- 


we 
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ly plain Heretieks, bur the favowrers and fuſpetted 
of Kfreſie ate ſolemnly excommunicated every 


Lindwood 
Provinc. 


1. 5. tit. de yeat in the fattious Bull of Cena Domini, and 
beret Tindwood their Fog Canoniſt, tells us whom 


Þ» 162. 2» 


they ' account ſu{pedted of Hereſie, -viz. Al 
that ſhew common civility to Hereticks, or yive Alms 
to them, br that once hear their Sermons. This laſt 
indeed hatch been mitigated by a conſiderable 
party among them Br notwithſtanding the 
oppoſition of the Jefnits in this matter, and 
ſeven Brievy's obtained by their means from fe- 
veral Poprs forbidding all Roman-Catholicks rH 
come to our Churches ; yer the Secular Priefts 
Jin, Dave contended for it as athing lawful for cher 
Rompiex, Ot only co come to our Prayers, and hear onr 

Sermons , but ro partake of our Sacraments too, 
Whichthey may allow, while they hoperocar- 
ry on their intereſt better rhar way ; bur if 
once , { which God forbid ) the Tide ſhould 
turn with them, then the old Laws of their 
Church muſt prevail, and nothing will be 
thought fo whollome as an [nquifrtion. Which 
it is ſtrange, their Advocares for Liberty of 


77 wn Conſcience, ſhould call only, Laws in Catbolnk 


Eyncric. Dulk and Briev's of Popes eftabliſhing, confirm- 
Direttor. Thg,, and enlarging the _—_ Since then 


Inquiſits 


Fe. 1607. 99 fayonris to ber 


b om their Church  , 
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(for whatever they pretend , all: the ſeverity 
comes from thence, all the favour and mitigati- 
on from the Clemency and Wiſdom of Princes ) 
let us endeavour to ſtrengthen our ſelves, by a 
hearry zeal for our Religion, and uſing the beſt 
means to confirm and uphold it. And fince the 
Children of this world are in their Generation wiſer than 
the: Children of light ; there are ſome things pra- 
iſed among them which may deſerve our 
imitation : and thoſe are, 

1. A mighty Induſtry and Zeal in promoting 
their Caule ; they have learn'd of their Prede- 
ceſlors to compaſs Sea and Land to gain one Proſehyte. 
They inſ{inuate themſelves into all companies, 
j ſtick at'no pains, accommodate themlelyes to 


all humours, and are provided one way or 
other to gratifie perſons of all inclinations ; 
for they have retirement for the melancholy, 
buſineſs forthe active, idlenels for the lazy, ho- 
nour for the ambitious, ſplendor for the vain, 
ſeverities for the ſowre and hardy, and a good 
doſe of pleaſures for the ſoft and voluptuous. 
Ic is not their Way, but their Zeal and Induftry I 
propound to our imitation; I know not how it 
comes to paſs; but ſo it often happens, that 
they who are moſt ſecure of truth on their fide, 
are moſt apt to be remits and careleſs, and to 
comfort themſelves with ſome good old ſay- 
ings ; as God will provide , and Ir will prevall , 
| G 
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ble, where the matter is of fo great impor- 


Heb. 13.17» 
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chough they lye Kill, and do nothing towards 7 


ic; bur certainly ſuch negligence is inexcuſa- 


tance, the Adverſaries ſo many, and an account 
muſt be given ſhortly in another world , of 
what men have done or ſuffered for their Rehi- 
gion in this. 

2- Submiſſion and Obedience to their Spiri- 
tual Governours ; the greateſt ſtrengrh of that 
prevailing Faction lyes1n the cloſe union and co- 

eſion of all the parts together, by a ſerled ſub- 
ordination of one to another ; which though 
not always effeual, yer the contrivance is {0 
laid, as if there were as much Truth and Rea- 
fon as, Policy in it, cannot be denyed to be fir 
for upholding the intereſt of a Church. Bur we 
plead not for their blind and abſolute obedi- 
ence; but ſure the Apoſtles had ſome mean- 
ing when they bid the Chriſtians obey them that 
had the rule over them, and ſubmit themſelves, for j 
they watched for their ſouls , and efteem them cvery 
bighly in love for their Works ſake: not, be ready 
on all occaſions to reproach and contemn 
them, and be glad of any idle ſtories where- þ 
with to beſpatter them. If men would once 
underſtand and praftile the duries of humility, 
modeſty, and ſubmiſſion to the Governmem 
which God hath ſer over-us , we might have 
greater hopes to ſecure the intereſt of our 
| Church 
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Church and Religion, than without it we can 
ever have. For ſpiritual pride, conceitedneſs 
in Religion, and a Spirit of contradi&tion to 
Superiours are to be reckoned among ſome of 
the worſt Symptoms of- a declining Church. 

. 3-Leſlcening of differences among themſelves, 
for although with all wicic care they cannor 
prevent them, yet.they ſtill eadeavour'to exte- 
nuace them, a5 much as poſlible, and boaſt of 
their Unity among {rangers to their Churches 
affairs. The great wiſdom of the Court of Rome 


m_ inchis, that as long as perſons are true to 


em in the main poines wherein the difference 
lyes, they can let them alone in ſmaller diffc- 
rences among themlelyes ; and: not provoke 
cither of the diſlenting parties, unleſs they are 
{ure co ſuppreſs them, Icſt they give them oc- 
caſion to, withdraw from their communion. 
Tuey can allow different Rites and Ceremonies 
in the ſeveral Orders of Religion among them, 
and grant exemptions and priviledges in parti- 
cular cales; as long as they make them ſervice- 
ableFo their common intereſt by upholding 


. and ſtrengthning them. Would tro God we 


could ar laſt learn this Wiſdom from our cne- 
mies, not to widen our own differences by in- 
veterate heats, bitterneſs and animolities amoug 
our ſelves; but to find our wayes whereby 
even the diſſenters in ſmaller thiags may be 
G 2 made 
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made: aſefol for 'the riidinta6agh the 
intereſfof' our: Chiitch andiReligion*” x | 
3s a vajn-iing in any t0-go 'aboury, ſeparae 
theſe; ofever ro hopethar che Proteſtant” | 
on can be' preſervedamong us without uphold- 
ng the Chip Log -For if once :thar Bull. 
ak be dem ur- Adverſaries will de: 
ſpiſe all the Teſſer Sconces and 'Pallifads's ; rhiey 
vill be but like Romulus his Walk, which they 
will caſily leap over" at their pleafure. Ip | 
God then ( and I hope you will all joyn ni 
meinit) that he would vouchlafe ro. our 
vernours' the Spirit or COR and Peace, ro 
Aalooiie ve ee Foc" for the eſta- 


bliſſiment of our Chit and. Religion ;; and [ 
pray God give us Un: irir of knowledye- @ 

wndaſtont the things which belong to ook oo 

Love and Mg op moeen enartoraeg 


